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SUBJECT: MRS. GANDHI, OTHERS CHARGE SHEETED IN THE 
"JEEP CASE" 

1 . ON JULY 22 THE CENTRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
(CBI) FILED A CHARGE SHEET IN COURT AGAINST INDIRA 
GANDHI AND FIVE OTHERS EOR ALLEGEDLY MISUSING THEIR 
OFEICIAL POSITIONS TO PROCURE JEEPS FOR CONGRESS 
PARTY CAMPAIGNING IN THE 1977 LOK SABHA ELECTIONS. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 11249 261 1 1 IZ 

THE SESSIONS COURT JUDGE, J.$. JAIN, HAS SUMMONED 
MRS. GANDHI AND THE OTHER ACCUSED TO APPEAR IN 
HIS COURT ON AUGUST 23 TO ANSWER THE CHARGES, 

2. THE CBI CHARGE SHEET ALLEGES THAT THE ACCUSED 
CONSPIRED AND COMMITTED SUBSTANTIVE OFFENSES UNDER THE 
PREVENTPAN OF CORRUPTION ACT AND THE INDIAN PENAL 
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CODE (IPC). IT STATED THAT THE ACCUSED OBTAINED THE 
USE OE 139 JEEPS FROM A BOMBAY FIRM WITHOUT PAYMENT 
OF THE COST OR RENTAL CHARGES AND THAT THESE JEEPS 
WERE SUBSEQUENTLY USED FOR ELECTION PURPOSES IN MRS. 
GANDHI'S HOME CONSTITUENCY OF RAE BARELLI AND ADJOINING 
DISTRICTS. AMONG THE OTHER ACCUSED ARE P.C. SETHI, 

ONCE TREASURER OF THE CONGRESS PARTY, AND R.K. DHAWAN, 
MRS. GANDHI'S FORMER ADDITIONAL PRIVATE SECRETARY. 

3. THIS SO-CALLED "JEEP CASE" WAS ONE OF THE TWO CASES 
UPON WHICH MRS. GANDHI WAS ARRESTED BY THE CBI LAST 
OCTOBER 3. THE CBI'S CHARGES AGAINST HERE WERE DISMISSED 
BY A DISTRICT MAGISTRATE THE FOLLOWING DAY ON THE 
GROUNDS OF INSUFFICIENT EVIDENCE. IN THE INTERIM, 

THE CBI CONTINUED THE INVESTIGATION WHICH ULTIMATELY 
RESULTED IN THE JULY 22 CHARGE SHEET. WHAT IS NOT 
CLEAR AT THIS POINT IS WHETHER THE CBI HAS GATHERED 
ENOUGH EVIDENCE TO CONSTRUCT A SOLID CASE AGAINST 
THE FORMER PM. 

4. A SESSIONS COURT IS AN ACTUAL CRIMINAL TRIAL 
COURT. HOWEVER, GIVEN THE INDIAN JUDICIAL SYSTEM'S 
MANY OPPORTUNITIES FOR DELAYS AND APPEALS, IT IS 
LIKELY THAT ANY TRIAL OF MRS. GANDHI AND THE OTHERS 
IN THE "JEEP CASE " COULD DRAG ON FOR A CONSIDERABLE 
PERIOD OF TIME. (IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THIS CASE 
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IS ENTIRELY SEPARATE FROM THE SIX FIRST INFORMATION 
REPORTS FILED AGAINST MRS. GANDHI AND OTHERS ON JULY 
1 1 IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE INTERIM FINDINGS OF THE 
SHAH COMMISSION.) 

5. ELSEWHERE ON THE LEGAL FRONT, THE TRAIL OF SANJAY 
GANDHI AND FORMER INFORMATION MINISTER V.C. SHUKLA 
IN THE "KISSA KURSI KA" CASE CONTINUES IN DELHI. ALSO 
CONTINUING ARE THE HEARINGS BEFORE A DELHI DISTRICT 
MAGISTRATE ON CHARGES THAT MRS. GANDHI DEFIED THE 
SHAH COMMISSION LAST JANUARY BY REFUSING TO TAKE AN 
OATH AND REFUSING TO GIVE EVIDENCE. 
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